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Details of advertisement 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 

DRAFT EXTREME HEATWAVE POLICY 
 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held Tuesday, 12 November 2019 it was resolved that the draft 
Extreme Heatwave Policy be placed on public exhibition for a minimum of 28 days. Council is 
required to notify the public and provide the opportunity for submissions regarding this policy. 

 
The draft policy may be viewed at the Council Chambers, 1 Benerembah Street Griffith, the Griffith 
City Library and on Council’s website at griffith.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Anyone wishing to make comment on the draft Extreme Heatwave Policy can do so in writing 
addressed to the General Manager, Griffith City Council, PO Box 485, GRIFFITH NSW 2680.  
Comments or submissions will be received up to 4.00 pm, Friday, 13 December 2019. 
 
Online submissions are also available at https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

 
 

https://www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL02 
 
TITLE Policy - Extreme Heatwave – Public Facilities Access 
 
FROM Phil King, Director Infrastructure and Operations  
 
TRIM REF 19/66786 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 22 January 2019 Council resolved on the motion of 
Councillors Doug Curran and Rina Mercuri that the Griffith Regional Aquatic Leisure Centre 
be opened for free pool admission on Saturday 26 January 2019, being Australia Day. This 
motion prompted much discussion regarding a suitable Council response during times of 
extreme heat. 
 
Council does not have a current policy in place which sets out the response to an extreme 
heatwave event. The attached policy has been developed for this purpose. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) Council place the policy “Extreme Heatwave – Public Facilities Access” on 

public exhibition for 28 days. 
 

(b) If any submissions are received, a further report be presented to Council. 
 

(c) Should no submissions be received, the policy be considered adopted by 
Council at the conclusion of the exhibition period. 

 

 

REPORT 
 
The Local Government Act provides the guiding principles for Councils and this includes 
managing risks to the local community, including during times of extreme heat.  Heatwave 
conditions can have a significant impact on the community. Heatwaves have a range of 
economic and planning impacts across a broad range of sectors, including heath care, 
transport, emergency services, energy and agriculture.  Heatwaves can result in significant 
health stress on vulnerable people, and this stress may result in death.   
 
One of the roles of Council during an Extreme Heatwave is to help residents understand, 
prepare for and minimise the impacts of heat.  Along with general responsibilities under the 
Local Government Act 1993 and the Work Health and Safety Act 2011, Council administer 
other service areas which could be affected by extreme heat, including food safety, water 
supply provision, public health and environmental risk, road maintenance, bushfire risk and 
emergency/disaster management. 
 
During an Extreme Heatwave Council’s first priority will be to continue operating essential 
services to ensure there is minimum impact from heat to the delivery of these services to the 
community. 
 
Council will provide support or assistance as requested by the NSW State Emergency 
Service or State Government in response to extreme heat events and in accordance with the 
NSW State Heatwave Sub-plan. 
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In the South Australian State Extreme Heat guide the SASES (South Australian State 
Emergency Service) does not recommend the establishment of specific “cooling centres” by 
State, Local Government or community groups.  However the extension of operating or 
opening hours of existing facilities and services is encouraged.  It is on this basis that the 
adoption of policy will allow the General Manager to establish “cooling centres” to mitigate 
the impact of heat stress firstly to vulnerable people and the entire community as required. 
 
If Council considers the option of adopting the policy and the consideration of the 
implementation of “Cooling Centres”, it should be clearly indicated that it is the extension of 
an existing service and not create a community perception that additional services are being 
offered.  Furthermore the policy also considers waiving the cost of entry to the swimming 
pool during a nominated period of time forecast to be an Extreme Intensity Heatwave. 
 
The policy proposes that the General Manager may choose to make community facilities 
such as community centres, libraries, theatres, halls, swimming centres and sports stadiums 
available during extreme heat events but in doing so should recognise that there may be 
significant cost and risk issues involved.  Any decision will carefully consider the logistics 
associated with management of the facilities such as staffing, security, medical assistance, 
public liability, infrastructure and air-conditioning, maintenance, cleaning, catering, amenities 
and hygiene etc. Refer to Appendix A Cooling Centre Check List in the draft policy for the 
assessment that is suggested to be undertaken prior to nominating a Cooling centre to have 
extended hours of operation. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
OPTION 1 
As per the recommendation.  
 
OPTION 2 
Council may determine an alternate option. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

This is a new policy.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There will be advertising cost for placing the policy on public exhibition.  Revenue will not be 
received from patrons if the pool entry fee is waived during an extreme heatwave event.  
There will costs associated with the operation of a Council facility for extended hours 
associated with electricity usage, staff wages and possible unintended consequences such 
as cleaning, maintenance etc. 
 
LEGAL/STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Council has a minor supporting role to play in an extreme heatwave event.  The NSW state 
heatwave, a sub-plan of the NSW state emergency management plan identifies NSW Health 
and the NSW Department of family and community services as the primary response to 
Welfare Services Functional Area.  
 
Council may choose to make facilities such as community centres, libraries, theatres, halls, 
swimming centres and sports stadiums available during extreme heat events but in doing so 
should recognise that there may be significant cost and risk issues involved. Any decision 
should carefully consider the logistics associated with management of the facilities such as 
staffing, security, medical assistance, public liability, infrastructure and air-conditioning, 
maintenance, cleaning, catering, amenities and hygiene etc.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
People who may be affected by heat to varying degrees depending on their personal 
circumstances may be at risk.  Generally more vulnerable sections of the community include 
those over 65 years of age, pregnant women, babies and young children, outdoor workers 
and those with a chronic illness. 
 
Council can provide community awareness and emergency management information within 
the Griffith local settings of vulnerable populations via existing programs and services.  This 
will include the distribution of materials prepared by the NSW Department of Community 
Services, State Government and specialist organisations in relation to extreme heat events 
as well as publication of information on Council’s website, and through other Council media 
channels as appropriate. 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item:  8.4 Mitigate the impact of natural disasters.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Senior Management Team 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) DRAFT - Extreme Heatwave Policy - CC-CP-702 ⇩   28 
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