
Details of advertisement 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

DRAFT FROST CONTROL FAN POLICY (CS-CP-309) 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 13 August 2019, it was resolved that the draft Frost 
Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) be placed on public exhibition for a minimum of 28 days. 
Council is required to notify the public and provide the opportunity for submissions regarding this 
policy. 

The draft policy may be viewed at the Council Chambers, 1 Benerembah Street Griffith, the Griffith 
City Library and on Council’s website at griffith.nsw.gov.au.

Anyone wishing to make comment on the draft Frost Control Fan Policy can do so in writing 
addressed to the General Manager, Griffith City Council, PO Box 485, Griffith NSW 2680.  
Comments or submissions will be received up to 4 pm, Friday 20 September 2019. 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL02 
 
TITLE Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) - Policy Review 
 
FROM Kerry Rourke, Development Assessment Planner  
 
TRIM REF 19/58196 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
As a result of recent development applications for the erection of frost control fans, Council 
decided to review Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309).  
 
The proposed policy amendments were presented and discussed with Council at workshop 
on 16 July 2019. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) Council place the reviewed Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) on public 

display for 28 days. 
 
(b) If any submissions are received, a further report be prepared for Council. 
 
(c) If no submissions are received, the reviewed policy be considered as adopted 

by Council as at the date of the conclusion of the advertised exhibition period. 
 

 

 

REPORT 
 
In light of recent frost control fan development applications reported to Council, a review of 
the current policy has been undertaken to clarify several of the provisions and update the 
legislation references. Further, there were some inconsistencies in the policy and 
consideration was required regarding where the fans were permissible.  
 
Consultation with adjacent Councils has been undertaken:  
 
• Leeton – generally the same policy as Griffith, increasing number of DA’s in past two 

years; 
 
• Carrathool does not require submission of a DA – RU1 zone objective allows 

agricultural support facilities to be carried out on land within the zone without 
consent;  

 
• Narrandera, Murrumbidgee & Hay do not have policies and no recent development 

applications have been received.  
 
The revised policy also takes into consideration mobile frost fans from a noise compliance 
perspective so that consistent requirements apply to fans in the LGA.  
 
The policy has also been revised to simplify its provisions and a Frequently Asked Questions 
information brochure has been devised to assist both proponents and residents living in 
close proximity to fans or proposals. 
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The Draft Policy (with changes marked) and Frequently Asked Questions brochure proposed 
to be placed on public exhibition are provided as Attachments (a), (b) and (c). 
 
Salient points of the revised policy are: 
 
• Policy provisions based on the Land & Environment Court Case (Sumar V GCC 

2000); 
 

• All permanent and mobile frost control fans are covered by this draft; 
 

• Permanent FCF only currently permitted in RU1 Primary Production Zones but 
should be permitted where intensive plant agriculture is permissible without consent 
under the Griffith LEP. 
 

• Policy Noise limits:  
 
• Non-noise sensitive 55dB(A) external or 35dB(A) internal; 

 
• Sensitive 45dB(A) external or 25dB(A) internal. 

 
• Non-noise sensitive land use zones (55dB(A)):  

 
• RU1 Primary Production  

 
• RU2 Rural Landscape 

 
• RU4 Primary production small lots 

 
• RU6 Rural Transition 

 
• E2 Environmental Conservation, E3 Environmental Management 

 
• IN1 General Industrial & IN3 Heavy Industry. 

 
• Noise Sensitive land use zones (45dB(A)): 

 
• R1 General Residential 

 
• R5 Large Lot Residential 

 
• RU5 Village 

 
• E4 Environmental Living. 

 
• Noise report requirements for Frost Fan DA submission: 

 
• When a house is within 1000m 

 
• Noise from accumulated fans measured. 

 
• Other noise abatement / attenuation measures are acceptable subject to Council 

approval if internal criterion not achieved. 
 

• Noise compliance check required post permanent fan installation by DA condition. 
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• New development within a FCF buffer (1000m) must provide noise abatement 
measures in their design. 
 

• In ground muffler requirement removed. 
 

OPTIONS 
 
OPTION 1 
 
As per the recommendation in this report: 
 
OPTION 2 
 
Any other resolution of Council noting that the policy will be required to be reviewed after the 
next general Council election in 2020. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Draft Policy will replace the current Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309), if adopted. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
LEGAL/STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The placement of the draft policy on public exhibition will allow the community to provide 
comment on the revised document and ensure an equitable basis is maintained with regard 
to noise compliance issues arising from complaints. 
 
LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item: 9.1 Encourage considered planning, 
balanced growth and sustainable design.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Senior Management Team 
 
Councillor Briefing Workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CL02 Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) - Policy Review 
 

Ordinary Meeting of Council | 13 August 2019 4 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Draft Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309)    

(b) Draft Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) - Changes Marked    

(c) Draft Frost Control Fan Policy (CS-CP-309) - FAQs    
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