
PUBLIC POLICY OF GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL 

Classification: ANIMAL CONTROL 
Policy Title: Keeping of Animals 
DAKS Reference No: GC-CP-703 
Previous Policy Number: 7 
Original Adoption Date:  27/01/09 
Policy Revision Date:  March 2013 
Policy Revision No:  1 

Policy Objective: 

1. To inform the community of the main statutory restrictions and acceptable limits 
which apply to the keeping of certain animals for domestic purposes.  

2. To give guidance and advice to persons inquiring as to the keeping of animals for 
domestic purposes.  

3. To minimise the local nuisance and maximise residential amenity. 

4. To ensure that the keeping of animals does not compromise minimum standards 
of public health, safety and convenience.  

5. To establish local standards, acceptable to the community, for the keeping of 
animals.

6. To publicly notify the circumstances that the Council will consider in determining 
whether to serve an Order under Section 124 of the Local Government Act, 1993 
to prohibit, restrict or in some other way, require action regarding the keeping of 
animals.

Policy Statement: 
This policy applies to animals kept for domestic reasons and include companion 
animals, pets or those animals kept for hobby interests.  

More stringent conditions will be applied to the keeping of animals for commercial 
purposes. This includes boarding, breeding, grooming, caring, treatment, training, 
racing, exhibiting, trading or selling of animals. 

Where it is intended to keep animals for any commercial purposes, it is necessary that 
a development application be submitted to Council and planning consent obtained. 
Consent for the operation of a commercial animal establishment may not be allowed 
where the Council considers that the proposal would be harmful to the amenity of the 
locality.

Where it can be demonstrated that domestic animals (being kept for non-commercial 
purposes) can be appropriately cared for on allotments or locations outside the 
guidelines of this policy (without causing nuisance to adjoining development) then 
Council may consider this to be 'exempt development'. 



PUBLIC POLICY OF GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL 
Prescriptive Requirements 

The number of animals that may be kept at a premises should not exceed the number 
shown as appropriate kind of animal listed in Table 1 of this Policy. 

The kind of animal that is suitable to be kept at any premises will be determined with 
regards to the size of available yard area and the distance to the nearest dwelling or 
other prescribed building. Certain statutory and advisory requirements also apply as 
noted in Table 1 of this Policy. 

It not be assumed that animals of all kinds may be kept on premises which are part of a 
multiple dwelling allotment. Where a dwelling is owned within a Strata Plan, it will be 
necessary for the rules of the Body Corporate to be examined for requirements 
relevant to the keeping of animals.  

Animals should be kept in a manner which does not: 

(a) create unsanitary or unhealthy conditions; 
(b) attract or provide harbourage for vermin; 
(c) create offensive noise or odours; 
(d) cause a drainage or dust nuisance; 
(e) create a waste disposal problem; 
(f) create an unreasonable annoyance to neighbouring residents or fear for safety; 
(g) cause nuisance due to proliferation of flies, lice, fleas or other insects; and 
(h) cause any ill health or distress to the animals. 

Suitable facilities and shelters should be provided for all animals. Certain kinds of 
animals are required to be kept in enclosed locations to prevent escape or attack by 
predators. Generally other animals are to be securely enclosed with adequate fencing 
to prevent escape.

Certain animal shelters should not be erected or located at a premises without the prior 
approval of Council. Application for approval to erect animal shelters should be made 
to Council. 

Design guidelines for the size, layout and construction of animal shelters are produced 
by the various welfare organisations and the Department of Primary Industries 
(Agriculture). These may be adopted from time to time as supplements to this Policy.  

Council’s Powers to Control and Regulate the Keeping of Animals 

Council’s power to control and regulate the keeping of animals is provided under 
Section 124 of the Local Government Act, 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation, 2005 applies. 

Council may, in the appropriate circumstances, issue an Order to: 

(a) prohibit the keeping of various kinds of animals; 
(b) restrict the number of various kinds of animals to be kept at a premises; and 
(c) require that animals be kept in a specific manner.  
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Council may also issue Orders requiring: 

(a) demolition of animal shelters built without the prior approval of the Council; and 
(b) the occupier to do or to refrain from doing such things as are specified so as to 

ensure that land or premises are placed or kept in a safe or healthy condition. 

Council can exercise further controls over the keeping of animals under the following 
Acts:

(a) Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997; 
(b) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979; 
(c) Impounding Act, 1993; 
(d) Food Act, 2003 (prohibits animals to be kept where food is handled for sale). 
(e) Rural Lands Production Act, 1998 
(f) National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 

Giving of Orders by Council 

Where a problem is identified with the keeping of animals for non-commercial purposes 
and it cannot be resolved by consultation, the Council will proceed to issue notice of its 
intention to serve an Order. Usually a person will be given an opportunity to make 
representations to Council prior to a formal Order being issued. In situations where 
urgency is required, an emergency Order may be issued without prior notice.  

Definitions:
None

Exceptions:
None

Legislation:
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979;  
Local Government Act, 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation, 2005 
Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997 
Impounding Act, 1993 
Food Act, 2003 (prohibits animals to be kept where food is handled for sale) 
Rural Lands Production Act, 1998 
National Parks & Wildlife Act, 1974 

Policy Owner: 
Governance, Administration & Compliance 
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