
 

   

 

On Exhibition 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 

Review of Council's Local Policies 2025 - Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite 
Detention Policy 

 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 22 July 2025 it was resolved that the draft Tree 
Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite Detention Policy be placed on public exhibition for 42 
days. Council is required to notify the public and provide the opportunity for submissions regarding 
these documents. 
 
The draft Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite Detention Policy may be viewed at the 
Council Chambers, 1 Benerembah Street Griffith, the Griffith City Library and on Council’s website. 
 
Anyone wishing to make comment on the draft Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite 
Detention Policy can do so in writing addressed to the General Manager, Griffith City Council, PO 
Box 485, GRIFFITH NSW 2680 or email admin@griffith.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Submissions received will be included in a report to be presented to an Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. As such, copies of all submissions (including the writer’s name and address) will form 
part of Council’s Business Paper and be available to the public. Should you wish to have your 
contact details withheld it is recommended that you request this in your submission. 
 
Comments or submissions will be received up to 4.00 pm, 3 September 2025. 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL04 
 
TITLE Review of Council's Local Policies 2025 - Tree Preservation Order, Tree 

Policy and Onsite Detention Policy 
 
FROM Leanne Austin, Governance Manager  
 
TRIM REF 25/75836 
 
 
SUMMARY 

In accordance with Section 165(4) of the Local Government Act 1993 local policies will be 
automatically revoked at the expiration of 12 months after the election of the current Council. 

Council has recently adopted a number of local policies with the exception of the following:  

 Tree Preservation Order PG-CP-401 

 Tree Policy PG-CP-402 

 Onsite Detention Policy CS-CP-404. 

The above revised draft local policies are now presented to Council for comment and 
endorsement, after which they require to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days with submissions being received up until 42 days after the date of advertisement (in 
accordance with Section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993). 

Following public exhibition the above draft local policies together with any submissions 
received will be reported back to Council. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Council endorse the draft Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite 
Detention Policy as per Attachments (a), (b) and (c) of the report. 

(b) The draft Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite Detention Policy be 
placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days allowing 42 days for 
submissions to be received from the date of advertising. 

(c) Following the public exhibition period, a further report be presented to Council to 
adopt the draft Tree Preservation Order, Tree Policy and Onsite Detention Policy 
or to consider submissions received. 

 

REPORT 

Section 165(4) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that “local policies will be 
automatically revoked at the expiration of 12 months after the declaration of the poll for the 
election of a new Council.” Local policies that have not been adopted within the review 
period will be automatically revoked on 2 October 2025. 
 
The majority of Council’s local policies were reviewed, placed on exhibition and will be 
presented to Council for final adoption. 
 
The draft Tree Preservation Order and Tree Policy were revised by the Roads, Parks and 
Pathways Enhancement Committee at its meeting held 26 June 2025. The Committee has 
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recommended that these two policies be adopted. They are now being presented to Council 
for comment and endorsement, after which they will be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days with submissions being received up until 42 days after the date of 
advertisement (in accordance with Section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993). 

Following public exhibition, the draft local policies together with any submissions received 
will be reported back to Council. 
 

OPTIONS 

OPTION 1 
 

As per the Recommendation. 
 

OPTION 2 
 

Any other resolution of Council. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Council policies provide the framework from within which Council staff work and make 
decisions. Section 165(4) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that local policies will be 
automatically revoked at the expiration of 12 months after the declaration of the poll for that 
election. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Low financial loss <$10,000 
 

COMPLIANCE / LEGAL / STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

This report is in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.  If Council does not adopt 
the abovementioned local policies before 2 October 2025, the policies will be revoked. 
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor policy or regulatory breach resolved through amended 
practices. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: Minimal environmental impact handled internally. 
 

REPUTATION / COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

The community would expect Council to review its policies on a regular basis to ensure they 
reflect current practices and adherence to governing legislation.   
 
Moderate Low Risk: Minor adverse public/staff reaction and/or negative publicity. 
Resolved with Manager or Director Comment. No impact on staff morale. 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Moderate Low Risk: Short term interruption of services or operations. Limited impact 
to staff and service standards. Short term contractor performance affected. 
 

WHS / HR IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

Minor Low Risk: No injuries/Nil impact to service delivery. 
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LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of risk management, strategic planning, policies, procedures and service 
standards to enhance accountability, resilience and informed decision making.  

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 
Roads, Parks & Pathways Enhancement Committee 
Councillor Workshop 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) (PG-CP-401) Tree Preservation Order (under separate cover)    

(b) (PG-CP-402) Tree Policy (under separate cover)    

(c) (CS-CP-404) Onsite Detention Policy (under separate cover)    
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