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COUNCIL CATCH-UP
Shared spaces to transform our streets with $400,000

Kooyoo Street will be transformed
into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly
public space with the NSW
Government announcing the
successful funding recipients
under the $15 million Streets as
Shared Spaces program.
Griffith City Council was successful
in applying for more than $400,000
under the program which will see
the temporary closure of Kooyoo
Street for the month of July 2021,
to host ‘Winter Delight in Kooyoo’.
Griffith Mayor, Councillor John Dal
Broi said the funding will allow for
this space to be used for a pilot
program to demonstrate how
streets can be used as shared
spaces to benefit the community
post COVID environment.
“The initial program will run for 4
weeks to see how the community
embraces quality, open public

spaces for cultural and community
events,” said Councillor Dal Broi.
“The objective of the installation
will be to promote Kooyoo Street
as an outstanding public space and
create a sense of cultural identity
– this event could be the start
of transforming this area into a
pedestrian plaza.”
The project will involve the
installation of temporary parkletts,
seating, a kiosk, projections,
portable landscaping, and mobile
heating units to convert the
streetscape into an open public
space with interactive activities
and opportunities for gathering
and recreation.
“A launch event will be held in July,
followed by four weeks where the
space will be in situ for people to
access at their leisure, along with a
host of other activities throughout
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the month – while planning is in
the early stages, this will be an
incredible opportunity for the
community to come together in a
post COVID world,” said Councillor
Dal Broi.
“With the purchase of the
portable items using this funding,
Council will be able to explore
opportunities to host events
throughout the City and villages,
creating endless possibilities for
our area.”
“Griffith has a history of hosting
lively and engaging events and
programs, and the purchase of
this equipment not only enables
the pilot program, but the items
will be available to use at a host of
other existing and new community
and cultural events. This in turn
provides
additional
tourism
opportunities and increasing the

tourism dollar for our community,”
he added.
In addition to the funding, Council
will be contributing $70,000
toward the project.
The Streets as Shared Spaces
program provides funding for
councils to support the delivery
of short-term improvements to
local streets and public spaces
through pop-ups and pilots that
encourage social distancing and
improve the attractiveness of our
neighbourhoods.
For more information on the
Streets as Shared Spaces program
and the full list of 48 successful
proposals visit www.dpie.nsw.gov.
au/streetsgrants
Above: Artist impression of the
streetscape during the installation

Council awards first round COVID
Grant Relief Program

Griffith City Council has awarded
funds to eight community groups
impacted by the COVID-19
lockdown after the first round of
applications were assessed.
As part of the 2020/21 Budget,
Council established the COVID-19
Community Grants Relief Fund of
$100,000.
Under the program, a grant
of up to $5,000 is available to
community
groups,
not-forprofit organisations and sporting
bodies for eligible projects aimed
at assisting those organisations
affected by the COVID -19
lockdown.
Eleven applications were received
in July with requests totaling
$50,945.
The
Communities
Committee
assessed
each
application and determined the
eligibility for the COVID relief grant,
with eight, totaling just under
$30,000, deemed successful.
At the Ordinary Meeting on 11
August 2020 Council endorsed the
following COVID 19 Community
Grants Relief Fund applications;
• Griffith & District Football
Association - $4,290
• Sporting Shooters Association
of Australia (NSW) Griffith Inc. –
$1,217
• Griffith Basketball Association $2,183
• Griffith Little Athletics - $3,660
• Rotary Club of Griffith Inc. $2,995
• Yenda Rugby League Football
Club - $5,000
• Griffith Junior Rugby Union Club
- $5,000
• Griffith Feral Joggers - $5,000
Councillor Doug Curran is
encouraging eligible groups to
consider applying.
“It’s obvious that there is a real
need in our community for this
support,” Cr Curran said.
“We have had a great response
to this grant, but you do need to
demonstrate that you have been

impacted, including supporting
documentation.”
The Communities Committee have
established a set of guidelines
to assist groups submitting an
application.
Guidelines used to assist
assessments are as follows:
• Project or resources requested
must be directly related to
COVID-19
• Ongoing administrative or
operational costs not eligible
• Capital purchases must be
directly related to or demonstrable
against losses incurred due to
COVID-19
• Evidence and supporting
documents demonstrating impact
of COVID-19 should be supplied
• Projects and organisations must
be in the Griffith Local Government
Area
The COVID-19 Community Grants
Relief Fund is ongoing until funds
are exhausted. Applications will
continue to be assessed monthly
by the Communities Committee of
Council.
Application forms can be found at
www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/grants
Meanwhile, the first round of
Griffith City Council’s annual
Community Grant Program for the
2020/2021 financial year opens
Monday 24 August 2020, with
community groups, not-for-profit
and charitable organisations or
individuals also encouraged to
submit an application.
Applications for projects and
activities which demonstrate they
can deliver new initiatives which
align with Council’s Strategic
Plan – Guiding Griffith 2040
will be considered. The Round
1 Community Grant Program
2020/21 will close Friday 2 October
2020 at 4pm.
For more information about either
of these grant opportunities
contact Council on 6962 8100.

New Courthouse set to open
The Griffith Courthouse upgrades
are nearing completion, following
a $1.5m investment by the State
Government.
The first renovations in more
than 15 years will see a significant
improvement in safety and
deliver a new foyer area, as well
as dedicated rooms for victims,
witnesses, jurors, Sheriff’s Officers
and legal professionals.
The work also included the
extension to the front of the
courthouse to accommodate the
increase in security, including the
installation of an airport style
scanning machine, extra CCTV
cameras, a Sheriff’s Office and a
search room.
The improvements will bring more
full time jobs to the region, with
two additional Sheriff’s Officers
joining the team, taking the
number of officers to four.
Griffith City Mayor, Councillor John
Dal Broi, Deputy Mayor, Councillor
Doug Curran and Griffith City
Council’s General Manager, Mr

Brett Stonestreet were invited to
tour the new facility last week.
Councillor Dal Broi said he was
astonished at the work undertaken
on the Courthouse.
“The injection of funds have
improved the building immensely,
making it more accessible and user
friendly, and the installation of
security screening means staff and
visitors are much safer,” he said.
“We can get back to some
normality with having the Local
Court and District Court both sitting
which can assist clear the backlog
currently being experienced.
“I understand there has been
some criticism about the facade,
however the end result is
aesthetically pleasing and is an
asset to the community and the
Western Riverina.”
Below: General Manager, Mr Brett
Stonestreet, Mayor, Cr John Dal
Broi, Deputy Mayor Cr Doug Curran
with Registrar Virginia Scanlon.

Community invited to help guide
Arts in Health at Griffith

Community
members
from
Griffith and surrounding areas
are invited to share their creative
talent and ideas to enhance the
new $250 million Griffith Base
Hospital.
Rebecca
Wark,
Health
Infrastructure Chief Executive
said the Arts in Health program is
designed to guide the integration
of arts into the NSW healthcare
system.
“Incorporating arts and culture in
health facilities has a profoundly
beneficial impact on the wellbeing
and experiences of patients,
carers and staff,” Ms Wark said.
“It extends beyond creating
artwork for walls to working with
communities to ensure strong
connections between local culture
and the building’s design, interiors
and landscaping.”
Community members are being
invited to submit their interest
in being part of an Arts Advisory
Working Group (AWG) that will be
established to exclusively support
the redevelopment at Griffith, as
part of Health Infrastructure’s Arts
in Health initiative.

The AWG is being established to
identify opportunities to include
a range of culturally appropriate
art forms in the new hospital that
will contribute positively to health
and wellbeing and make the new
hospital a welcoming facility.
Greg Brylski, Griffith Base Hospital
General Manager said he valued
the opportunity this program
will provide to the Griffith
redevelopment.
“This program provides us with an
opportunity to have some great
local involvement and a positive
therapeutic legacy in our new
hospital,” said Mr Brylski.
“Integrating Arts in Health is one
way we can also improve cultural
connections and generate a
sense of community pride and
ownership in our new hospital.”
Expressions of interest are invited
for two volunteer community
representatives to join the AWG.
For application forms for the AWG
or more information please visit
the website at www.mlhd.health.
nsw.gov.au/GBHRedev or email
HI-GBHRedev@health.nsw.gov.
au.
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Message from
Councillor Eddy
Mardon

There is no doubt that 2020
has been a most challenging
year. We’ve had to be resilient
and adapt to the many changes
brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic.
That’s why I’m delighted that we
will be able to add some Christmas
cheer to Griffith this year after we
received confirmation last week
of funding under the Local Roads
and Community Infrastructure
Program.
Council has been allocated
$340,000 for festive lighting in
Banna Avenue, which includes
the installation of additional fairy
lights and up lights in the London
Plane trees lining the street. You
will also see more shooting stars, a
new 6m high walk-through bauble
with fairy lights and a return of the
popular arch way.
Anything we can do to add some
sort of optimism to our City for our
residents this year is welcomed.
Even if we still can’t host any large
scale events by December, at least
we can create some atmosphere,
and as we saw last year, the
display will definitely help light up
our lives and give us something to
look forward to in what has been a
very difficult year.
As a member of the Business
Development and Major Projects
Committee I am happy to see
the revamped Griffith Now Hiring
website.
This valuable resource provides
local employers with an online
platform to find suitable
employees as well as giving job
seekers a one-stop shop to search
employment opportunities in
Griffith.
This website makes it easy for
local employers to promote their
vacancies in order to attract
applicants either locally or from
across the country.
If you are a business interested
in being part of this, please don’t
hesitate to contact Council or you
can simply list a job online by using
the tab at the bottom.
Unfortunately we’ve had to cancel
many of our big ticket events as
we can’t safely encourage crowds
of tourists to visit us.
It means we’ve had to head
online to provide an opportunity
for people to support events and
businesses in some way while our

region
continues
to be
marketed to
a wider audience. I encourage
everyone to shop local and
support businesses as they do
their best to get creative and
survive.
As Albert Einstein once said,
“In the middle of difficulty lies
opportunity.”
Griffith City Council has been
doing its best to embrace this.
Throughout this year we have
been investigating new ways
to connect with our residents,
we now livestream our Council
meetings via Facebook, we’ve
developed a weekly community
newsletter, Council Catch-Up,
which can be read in various ways
including an email edition and
print version and we will continue
to look at ways we can improve
communications. If you have any
suggestions, please let us know.
Changes have been made to the
Local Government Act which
means that local rate payers will
be given until 30 September 2020
to pay their single or quarterly
rates instalment.
These are trying times for our
community so it’s good that
these changes allow Council to
give residents extra time to pay.
Council will also not be charging
interest on unpaid rates between
July and December 2020. However
if anyone is experiencing financial
difficulty and has concerns about
their ability to pay their rates
on time, please contact Council
as soon as possible to arrange a
payment plan and avoid additional
interest charges.
The Residential Control Plan,
recently adopted by Council, is a
forward step in planning Griffith’s
future development and will no
doubt be beneficial for developers
and investors as it provides an
important framework for any
future planning requirements.
Anything that encourages future
development for our growing City
is excellent news.
Until next time, hang in there.
Better times are ahead, especially
of we stick together.
Cr Eddy Mardon

POSITIONS VACANT

Are you looking for a rewarding career? Then join our team and make
a difference to your community. Griffith City Council offers the chance
to work in a stable and secure environment while providing excellent
opportunities to develop your skills and career potential. Council is
proactive and passionate about creating ongoing opportunities for our
growing population. Council is seeking applications from enthusiastic
motivated individuals for the following positions:
Design Engineer (permanent) Re-advertised
The purpose of the Design Engineer is to prepare engineering design plans for all of
Council’s civil infrastructure whilst providing a professional, high quality, effective, yet
functional standard of design for projects undertaken with due recognition of codes,
standards and adopted guidelines. The successful applicant will be required to hold
a Degree in Civil Engineering acceptable to the Institute of Engineers Australia; be
proficiency using Road Design Software such as AutoCAD, Civil3D, or 12D as well as
experience using Drainage Software such as DRAINS; and experience in investigation
and design of pavement thickness, using both empirical methods recommended by
Austroads. Please include copies of all relevant licences and qualifications with your
application.
Hours of work: 35 hours per week Salary and conditions: Annual salary range
$86,866.96 to $95,556.19 (Grade 17) and a rostered day off once a month.
Applications for this position close Monday 14 September 2020
If you have any questions about the role please contact Joe Rizzo on 6962 8100.
Community Development Officer (12 month term appointment)
The Community Development Officer will implement the social and cultural elements
of Council’s Strategic Plan and be responsible for delivering a range of programs and
projects for the community including the Community Grants program, Citizenship
and Australia Day ceremonies. Successful applicants will be required to complete
a Working with Children Check prior to being offered employment. To apply for a
Working with Children Check Clearance Number, log onto and complete the online
application form www.newcheck.kids.nsw.gov.au (in child related industry sector,
tick Youth Worker).
Hours of work: 35 hours per week Salary and conditions: Commencement salary
range of $68,449.11 to $75,295.95 (Grade 12) and a rostered day off once a month.
Applications for this position close Monday 31 August 2020
If you have any questions about the role please contact Shireen Donaldson on 6962
8100.

We are committed to keeping our community
up to date. Council has a number of
e-Newsletters you can now subscribe to
including:
Council Catch Up
www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/catchup

Economic Development

www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/evolve

Griffith Now Hiring

www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/gnh

Visit Griffith

www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/tourismtalk

PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Temporary Road Closures

Notice is hereby given under the Roads Act 1993, Section 122, for the temporary
closing of:
Richards Street from the intersection with Rankin Springs Road will be closed on 30
August 2020 from 8:30am until 5pm as Essential Energy will be completing power
line works. Detours around the worksite will be provided.
Chequers Road between Kidman Way and Boyle Road will be closed on 27 August
2020 from 7am until 5pm for the replacement of multiple power poles by Essential
Energy. Detours around the worksite and access for residents will be provided.
Gillmartin Drive and Rifle Range Road, Madden Drive between Gillmartin Drive
and Tucker Street and Gillmartin Drive between Hardiman Way and Citrus Road
will remain closed until 23 September 2020 as M.N.C Pipelines will be undertaking
roundabout and road construction. Access for residents and detours around the
worksite will be provided.
Little Road between Foreshaw Avenue and Thorne Road will be closed from 27
July until 30 September 2020 for the installation of a pipeline across a roadway by
Watertek. Detours around the worksite and access for residents will be provided.
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Grant Opportunity

COVID-19 Community Grants Relief Fund Open

Griffith City Council welcomes applications for the $100,000 COVID-19 Community
Grants Relief Fund.
Grants of up to $5,000 are available to community groups, not-for-profit organisations
and sporting bodies for eligible projects aimed at assisting those organisations
affected by the COVID-19 lockdown.
To find out more or to apply, please visit www.griffith.nsw.gov.au/grants

Development Applications Received and Determined

Please visit www.griffith.nsw.gov.au to view Development Applications Determined
for the month of June 2020, and to view current Development Applications on
exhibition.

Although we won’t be delivering the same events as usual
in 2020, we are in the process of creating a great virtual
festival for you all to enjoy.
Watch this space for the release of what will be on offer
from 11-25 October 2020.

Follow us on instagram! @griffithcitycouncil

