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COUNCIL CATCH-UP

Message from Councillor Brian Simpson

These
are
certainly
interesting times living
amid the global pandemic
that is COVID19.
It is good to see some
relaxing of the rules,
while a step in the right
direction for NSW these
may be tightened if we
cannot properly comply
or if the numbers of virus
infections rise again. So
please stay safe and keep
your hands clean.
It is also important at this
time and especially within
our tightknit community
to keep in regular touch
with family and friends if
you are not able to travel
to see them.
Council has scheduled an
Extraordinary Meeting of
Council to discuss the NSW
Government’s
decision
to reduce restrictions
effective Friday May 15.
Please monitor Council’s
website
(www.griffith.
nsw.gov.au) and facebook
page
(www.facebook.
com/griffithcitycouncil)

for updates regarding
the outcome of the
Extraordinary
Meeting.
Don’t forget all Council
Meetings during the
pandemic
are
being
livestreamed via facebook.
For up to date information
on what you can or cannot
do please go to www.nsw.
gov.au/covid-19/whatyo u - ca n - a n d - ca nt- d o under-rules
I was personally pleased
to hear that the NSW
Premier recently stated
that riding a motorbike
is deemed “essential” as
exercise under current
NSW COVID19 restrictions.
No doubt many riders
are looking forward to
stretching their legs on a
moto ride.
With COVID19 in mind,
Council is I believe taking a
very positive step toward
assisting those that have
been negatively affected
within the Community.
At our last meeting
discussion
was
held

about how to implement
financial measures that
will assist while ensuring
the financial viability of
Council going forward.
A notice of motion that
was carried was presented
by Deputy Mayor Cr Doug
Curran after he took the
time to review what other
councils across NSW were
doing in response to the
pandemic. I believe it is
a well-considered and
measured approach (the
motion is reproduced
below):
Council
provide
the
following rate relief and
strategies to residents
and businesses severely
affected by the COVI19
pandemic
a. A rebate of the 2.6%
increase for 2020/21
rating year for all Griffith
City Council ratepayers.
b. Rates deferral for all
business-rated properties
for the next six (6) months
backdated to 1 April 2020.
This will apply where

the
property
owner
runs a business from the
premises or provides a
rent deferral period for
business tenants.
c. Rates deferral for all
property owners who
have lost employment or
been stood down due to
the Federal Government’s
enforced business closures
for the next six (6) months.
Three (3) year repayment
period provided.
d. Removal of all interest
charges
on
existing
overdue rates and charges
(including water and
sewer) for a period of 12
months backdated to 1
April 2020.
e. Provision of rental
subsidy for six (6)
months
for
Councilowned properties which
are occupied by a small
business or organisation
impacted by the Federal
Government’s enforced
business closures.
f. Provision of a 50% fee
reduction for all outdoor

dining areas, materials
on
footpaths
and
environment and health
inspections backdated to 1
April 2020 for a period of
six (6) months.
g. Council to suspend all
existing debt recovery
actions on outstanding
rates and charges until the
pandemic has passed.
h. Council place $100,000
into a Community Grants
reserve to be available to
community groups, notfor-profit
organisations
and sporting bodies for
a maximum of $5,000
each for eligible projects
aimed at assisting those
organisations affected by
the Covid 19 lockdown
for the 2020/21 Financial
year. The source of funding
for the above measures
is to be from the sale of
excess water, surplus to
the town needs of the
Griffith City Council town
water allocation.
Regards,
Cr Brian Simpson

Local community groups
given a helping hand

Above: The September 2019 Community Grants cheque presentation held at Griffith City Council

A sensory garden for people with
a disability to develop and enjoy,
swimming lessons for culturally
diverse women and a support
group to help enrich the lives
of survivors of stroke are just
some of the projects that have
been funded as part of the latest
round of Griffith City Council’s
Community Grants.
Council endorsed the Round 2,
2019/20 recipients at the Ordinary
Meeting on Tuesday, 28 April 2020
awarding more than $10,000 to
five local groups.
Griffith Mayor, Councillor John
Dal Broi, said it was good to see
worthwhile applications received.
“It is good to see a range of projects
awarded funding for initiatives that
demonstrated positive impacts for
the recipients,” Cr Dal Broi said
“The support that Council can
provide through community grants
makes a big difference, both to
the recipients and the community
members they support.”
Chair of the Communities
Committee,
Councillor,
Dino
Zappacosta, said the Community
Grant Program will allow a range
of activities to be carried out.
“These grants are important for
groups in Griffith because the
injection of funds means they
can continue to support our
community in a variety of ways,”
said Cr Zappacosta
Community Grant Round 2,
2019/20 recipients:

• Ningana Enterprises – $2,500
Ningana will use the funds to
establish a Sensory Garden for
Ningana Day Programs participants
who have disabilities.
• Stroke Recovery Association –
$2,500
The Stroke Recovery Association
will put the funds towards a
support group and facilitator
education.
• Women on Fire – $2,500
These funds will allow Women
on Fire to provide women from
culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds the opportunity
to develop water safety and
swimming skills.
• Griffith Netball Association –
$2,500
The local sporting group will
purchase 100 match quality
netballs with custom branding
with both the Griffith Netball
Association and Griffith City
Council logos.
• Griffith Aged Support Service –
$669
Griffith Aged Support Service grant
will assist the participants of the
Gentle Exercises Falls Prevention
group classes.
This year, due to COVID-19
restrictions, Council will hold a
virtual presentation on Tuesday 26
May at 12.30pm via Zoom and live
streamed on Council’s Facebook
page.
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Do you need to contact Council?

Access to Council’s Administration Building is restricted
due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic.
You can pay your Rates and Water accounts through
BPAY or Australia Post Online. Cheques will be accepted
through the mail or at the mailbox at the entry of the
Council building.
Staff are on hand to assist - call 6962 8100 to speak with
us or to make an appointment.

Dog owners urged to be responsible in public areas

With the COVID-19 pandemic changing the
way we live and exercise, we are seeing an
increased number of people using outdoor
spaces around our community.
Large numbers of people are now utilising the
walking trails, parks and public facilities with
their families and pets.
Council’s Compliance Coordinator, Dan
McInnes has said the opening of the Hanwood
to Griffith pathway has seen a huge increase of
foot and cycle traffic.
“It is great to see so many family groups using
the outdoor spaces to get much needed
exercise during this trying time,” said Mr
McInnes.

“But we are also seeing a large number of dogs
joining their families and we would like to take
this opportunity to remind pet owners of their
responsibilities.
“We have experienced an increase in
complaints relating to dogs being off leash, and
owners not picking up after their dogs.”
Dog owners should note the following:
• When in any public place the dog must be
effectively restrained on a lead.
• Council has Zero tolerance towards
uncontrolled dogs in public places and the
Companion Animals Regulations penalty notice
amount for a “dog uncontrolled in a public
place” has been increased from $220 to $330.

• Council has Zero tolerance to attacking/
menacing dogs and the penalty notice amount
for the offence of “Dog attack upon a person
or animal” has increased from $550 to $1,320.
• Owners are responsible for ensuring their
properties are adequately fenced to ensure
dogs are contained at all times.
Council advises all dog owners that regular
patrols will be undertaken of these areas to
protect the community from any unwarranted
dog activity.
For any further information enquiries may be
directed to Councils Compliance unit on 6962
8100 or visit the Council website at griffith.
nsw.gov.au

PO Box 485, Griffith NSW 2680 Ph: 6962 8100
www.griffith.nsw.gov.au www.facebook.com/griffithcitycouncil

COVID-19 NSW Update

Restrictions to ease as of May 15
From Friday 15 May certain
activities will be allowed in NSW.
For a full list please visit www.nsw.
gov.au
Please know more information
will be available on these in the
coming days.
Students returning to the
classroom
From this week, learning for our
students will take place both at
school & at home, with Year 12
students receiving additional
classroom time. More at www.
nsw.gov.au
COVID-19 Testing
Anyone living or working in areas
where community transmission
has been identified in NSW who is
feeling unwell with a fever, cough
or other symptoms of COVID-19
should get tested. This week
the focus areas include Canada
Bay, Canterbury-Bankstown and
Cumberland LGA areas. Find a
COVID-19 testing clinic at https://
www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/howto-protect-yourself-and-others/
clinics
District Court Jury Trials return
District Court has made the
decision to resume jury trials at
selected locations from Monday
15 June 2020 with strict measures
to ensure juror safety including.
Jurors may have their temperature
taken and will be asked a series of
screening questions to reduce the
risk of people with cold or flu-like
symptoms being present in courts.
More at https://bit.ly/DistrictCourt-Jury-Trials-Resume

Scam Alert
Beware
of
this
phishing
scam pretending to be from
the
Australian
Government
Department of Health claiming
that you must submit to COVID-19
testing. If you receive it – don’t
click on any links or open any
attachments. Delete immediately.
Visit https://www.scamwatch.gov.
au/ for more info on the current
COVID-19 scams.
Domestic Violence Support
If you or someone you know is
experiencing domestic violence
call the Domestic Violence Line on
1800 65 64 63. In an emergency
call Triple Zero (000).
More info and advice
Find the facts & latest NSW
updates on COVID-19: https://nsw.
gov.au/covid-19
More info on restrictions & what
you can + can’t do: https://www.
nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-youcan-and-cant-do-under-rules
Call the 24/7hr NSW COVID-19
Hotline on 13 77 88 for advice &
support on non-health related
COVID-19 enquiries.
Download the Service NSW app
to receive the latest COVID-19
updates.
If you’re concerned you have
COVID-19, please call the national
Coronavirus Health Information
Line for advice on 1800 020
080. If you require translating or
interpreting services, call 131 450.
1800RESPECT, Service NSW and
the Coronavirus hotline are all
clients of the national Translating
and Interpreting Service (TIS).
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COVID-19: What you can and
can’t do under the rules

What is changing on 15 May
From Friday 15 May, the following
will be allowed:
• outdoor gatherings of up to 10
people
• cafes and restaurants can seat
10 patrons at any one time and
continue to provide takeaway
services
• up to 5 visitors may visit another
household at any one time
• weddings can have up to 10
guests plus the celebrant and
couple
• indoor funerals can have up to
20 mourners and outdoor funerals
up to 30
• religious gatherings and places
of worship can have up to 10
worshippers
• outdoor playground and exercise
equipment can be used with
caution
• outdoor pools will be open with
restrictions.
What you need to keep doing
• We need to stay COVID safe
by keeping up our high rates of
testing and by practising physical
distancing and good hygiene.
Wherever you go, take care
• In every place, at every time,
be careful. Assume that people
around you have the virus and
that you have the virus.
Stay home if you’re unwell
• Maintain physical distancing
and use outdoor areas for visits
is possible. Don’t visit vulnerable
people if you have even the
mildest of symptoms.
Can I travel for holidays and
recreation?
• No. NSW is not yet ready to
allow regional travel and holidays.
It is important that as restrictions
are eased we take precautions to
prevent outbreaks in our regional
and rural communities and so
holidays and recreational travel
are not allowed at this time.

Is there a limit on how far I can
travel to visit another person?
• There is no limit on the distance
that a person may travel to visit
another household, so long you
are not exceeding the maximum
number of people allowed to
visit another home. Travelling for
the purpose of a holiday is not
allowed.
Can I have 10 people visit my
home if we are outdoors?
• No. An outdoor gathering means
a gathering in a park or public
place, where you can now gather
with up to 10 people. In your
home, you can only have up to 5
visitors.
Can I have a picnic?
• Yes, so long as it is with up to
10 people in total. Remember to
maintain physical distancing and
get tested and stay home if you
are unwell.
What are the rules about outdoor
equipment?
• You can use outdoor exercise
and playground equipment, but
do so with caution. Wash your
hands before and after you use
this equipment.
• Assume the person who has
used the equipment before you
has the virus. Do not go out if
you’re sick and maintain physical
distancing.
• Remember that the public
gathering rule of no more than 10
still applies.
What are the rules for cafes and
restaurants?
• Cafes and restaurants can have
up to 10 patrons seated at any
one time and can continue to
provide take away. They must
also continue to apply the 4sqm
rules and patrons who are not
members of the same household
must exercise 1.5m in physical
distancing.
Visit www.nsw.gov.au for more
information

Updates from Council Committees: Tourism
Committee and Spring Fest Working Group

Councillor Christine Stead, Chair Tourism Committee
As the Chair of the Tourism
and Events Committee I’d
just like to say how proud
I am of the wonderful
community we live in.
COVID-19
has
meant
we haven’t been able to
showcase our fantastic
region to visitors. Hopefully
it won’t be too long before
we can again.
As I’m sure you’re all aware,
it hasn’t been business as
usual at the Griffith Visitor
Information Centre either,
but the Tourism Team have
been working closely with
our operators to support
our local community as
much as we can at this
difficult time.
I can assure everyone
that the Tourism Team are
working hard to ensure we
come out of this pandemic
bigger and better.
In an effort to keep the
community connected and

updated, the Tourism Team
has developed a monthly
e-newsletter called ‘Tourism
Talk’, released at the end of
each month.
The objective of the
newsletter is to maintain
contact with our local
community,
past
and
prospective
visitors,
and
tourism
industry
throughout Australia; to let
them know what we do and
how we can help.
The content is made up of
anything and everything
local tourism; profiles on
industry operators, new
products, good news stories,
what’s been happening and
what’s coming up.
If you haven’t subscribed,
please do. With restrictions
slowly starting to ease,
we look forward to when
Australians are able to
travel again and to see some
of the innovative changes

that some of our operators
have made take off and help
us promote our region in a
different way.
It is now, more than ever,
that we need our local
residents and operators
to think outside the
box and work with us in
becoming a desirable and
safe destination when
restrictions permit.
Make sure you are following
the Visit Griffith Facebook
page, the @visitgriffith
Instagram Takeovers by our
local businesses, as well
as the new Tourism Talk
e-newsletter, to keep up to
date with our industries’
recovery and if you are a
local business, get in touch
with the Griffith Visitor
Information Centre to see
how you can get involved.
Please keep safe and
continue to look out for
each other.

Councillor Rina Mercuri, Chair Springfest Working Group
The Griffith Spring Fest
Working Group and Griffith
City Council’s Tourism Team
and are in the process
of finalising a format for
Griffith Spring Fest 2020.
With the latest Government
advice
indicating
that
we won’t see any mass
gatherings of more than
100 people within the
proposed framework of
easing restrictions, it is safe
to say that it will be a very
different festival this year.
It is such a shame that
our original plans for the
30th Anniversary of the
Griffith Garden Festival
and the 25th Anniversary
of the Citrus Sculptures
which were meant to be
celebrated in 2020 will have
to be postponed to next
year.
These are strange times we
are in and unfortunately,
without any guarantee
that we can deliver our
key events to the size and

standard we hope, it is not
viable to continue to plan as
we normally would.
We still intend to celebrate
our flagship event by
creating an experience for
all ages and interests with a
virtual aspect.
We will soon be calling on
our fantastic stakeholders
to help adapt to the
circumstances so we can
still deliver a great fortnight
of activities, in whatever
way we can.
The Griffith Spring Fest
Working Group and Tourism
Team will release the format
of Griffith Spring Fest 2020
over the coming months
and will be in touch directly
with key stakeholders
where required.
Please keep an eye on the
Visit Griffith Instagram and
Facebook pages and also
griffithspringfest.com.au
once the format is released.
The
festival
normally

attracts in excess of 5,000
people from outside of
the region, on top of the
thousands of locals who
attend the various festivities
as well.
In
2019,
the
Citrus
Sculptures had an average
of over 500 people
viewing them on a daily
basis, with approximately
800 volunteers there to
construct them on the first
day of the festival.
We
hope
that
our
community support the
changes we put in place and
that we use the opportunity
as a way of promoting our
festival on a larger scale
as our event adapts to life
after COVID-19.
In the meantime, please
keep adhering to the
measures currently in place,
continue to wash your
hands and practice social
distancing. Stay safe and
well.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Drafting of the Local Strategic Planning
Statement

Griffith City Council is seeking submissions from
the public to guide the growth and development
of Griffith over the next 25 years. Submissions are
welcomed from landowners to understand how
they wish to see their lands developed in the future
including issues or constraints with existing zoning.
Council is keen to ensure the following new and
updated plans (available on Council’s website:
griffith.nsw.gov.au) are drafted in a manner which
reflects the community’s views and a shared vision
for how Griffith will grow to 2045:
• Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014: This is the
existing ‘zoning plan’ for Griffith. It sets out where
and how Griffith can be developed now.
• Griffith Land Use Strategy: Beyond 2030: This
strategy identifies where and how Griffith should
grow in the future
• Griffith Local Strategic Planning Statement: This is a
new strategic document being prepared by Council.
It will represent the vision for the future growth of
Griffith and has been required to be prepared by
every Council in the state by the Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment.
Anyone interested in developing their lands or has a
vision for the growth of Griffith is invited to provide
a submission. Submissions will be received until
4pm 15 June 2020 and can be directed to Council
in the following manner: email: admin@griffith.
nsw.gov.au; post: PO Box 485, Griffith NSW 2680
or online submissions can also be made at griffith.
nsw.gov.au/onexhibition
Submissions
should
include a contact name, address and telephone
number. Submissions made on behalf of a company
should also include the names and addresses of all
company directors. Submissions will be presented
in a report to an Ordinary Meeting of Council for
review. As such, copies of all submissions (including
the writers name and address) will form part of
Council’s Business Paper and be available to the
public. Should you wish to have your contact details
withheld it is recommended that you request this in
your submission.
For further information regarding the Growing
Griffith to 2045 Project, please contact Council’s
Contract Strategic Planner, Kelly McNicol on 6962
8100 or Kelly.mcnicol@griffith.nsw.gov.au.
Council will host a live and interactive Information
Session and Q&A via Facebook on 4 June 2020 at
5pm. Participants can submit their questions by
either commenting on Facebook posts advertising
the Q&A or on Council’s website. Alternatively you
can email communications@griffith.nsw.gov.au

Draft Residential Development Control
Plan 2020

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday,
28 April 2020 it was resolved that the draft Griffith
Residential Development Control Plan 2020 be
placed on public exhibition for a period of 45
days. Council is required to publically exhibit a
development control plan in accordance with clause
18 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Regulation 2000. The draft Griffith Residential
Development Control 2020 is available on Council’s
website at www.griffith.nsw.gov.au along with the
Griffith Local Environmental Plan 2014.
Anyone wishing to provide a submission on the
draft Griffith Residential Development Control Plan
2020 can do so in writing addressed to the General
Manager, Griffith City Council, PO Box 485, GRIFFITH
NSW 2680 or admin@griffith.nsw.gov.au. Online
submissions can also be made at griffith.nsw.gov.
au/onexhibition. Submissions should include a
contact name, address and telephone number.

Submissions made on behalf of a company should
also include the names and addresses of all company
directors. Comments or submissions will be received
until 4pm Monday 15 June 2020. Submissions will
be presented in a report to an Ordinary Meeting of
Council for review. As such, copies of all submissions
(including the writers name and address) will form
part of Council’s Business Paper and be available to
the public. Should you wish to have your contact
details withheld it is recommended that you request
this in your submission. For further information
regarding the draft Griffith Residential Development
Control Plan 2020, please contact Council’s Contract
Strategic Planner, Kelly McNicol on 6962 8100 or
Kelly.mcnicol@griffith.nsw.gov.au.
Council will host a live and interactive Information
Session and Q&A via Facebook on 28 May 2020
at 5pm. Participants can submit their questions by
either commenting on Facebook posts advertising
the Q&A or on Council’s website. Alternatively you
can email communications@griffith.nsw.gov.au

Draft Operational Plan 2020/21 (Budget)

At the Extraordinary Meeting of Council held 5 May
2020, Council resolved to place the abovementioned
documents on public exhibition as part of the Office
of Local Government’s Integrated Planning and
Reporting requirements. Council is required to
notify the public and provide the opportunity for
submissions regarding these documents. Due to
the recent events relating to COVID-19 the Delivery
Program 2017-2021 and Operational Plan 20202021, including Budget and Fees and Charges, will
not be available for public inspection at Council
facilities. We encourage you to download a copy
of the draft documents for review from Council’s
website at griffith.nsw.gov.au/onexhibition or
contact Council 02 6962 8100 to have an electronic
copy emailed.
Anyone wishing to make comment on the above
documents can do so in writing addressed to the
General Manager, Griffith City Council or online
at griffith.nsw.gov.au/onexhibition. Comments or
submissions will be received up to 4pm Friday 5
June 2020.
Council will host a live and interactive Information
Session and Q&A via Facebook on May 21 2020
at 5pm. Participants can submit their questions by
either commenting on Facebook posts advertising
the Q&A or on Council’s website. Alternatively you
can email communications@griffith.nsw.gov.au

Expressions of Interest

years from 2021. Respondents are required to
submit their Expression of Interest addressing the
below criteria:
1. Name of Organisation
2. Contact Details
3. Charitable Status
4. Evidence of Permanent Presence in Griffith Local
Government Area
5. Demonstrated Capacity to Organise a Large Public
Event of this Nature
6. Intended Use of Funds Raised
7. Submission of a Draft Event Plan.
Submissions will be received by Council until 4pm
on Friday 5 June 2020 and can be lodged online at
griffith.nsw.gov.au
A report will be prepared for Council’s consideration
following closure of the Expression of Interest.
Council will provide in kind support through the
development of a Traffic Management Plan for the
event and provide traffic control staff on the day of
the event. The successful organisation is required to
provide acquittal report on an annual basis.
Removal of House
Council is seeking applications by Expression of
Interest for the sale and removal of a 2 bedroom
single storey fibro clad house. Asbestos register is
available. To view the house please contact Daphne
Bruce, Corporate Property Officer on 6962 8100.
Written submissions will be received by Council until
4pm on Monday 1 June 2020.

Notice of Intention to Give Consent over a
Road Reserve

In pursuance of provisions of the Roads Act 1993,
notice is hereby given that Griffith City Council
intends, at the expiration of 28 days after publication
of this notice, to enter into a licence agreement
with P & R Piccolo Management Pty Ltd for 18 car
parking spaces on the adjoining road reserve to 9
Altin Street, Griffith.
Written submissions will be received by Council
until 4pm on Thursday 28 May 2020 and addressed
to the General Manager, Griffith City Council, 1
Benerembah Street, Griffith. Email: admin@griffith.
nsw.gov.au
Once the submission period is completed Griffith
City Council will consider all duly made submissions
before deciding whether to continue with the
licence. For all enquiries contact Daphne Bruce,
Corporate Property Officer on 6962 8100.

Griffith City to Lake Fun Run
On 28 April 2020, Council resolved that Expressions
of Interest be called from not-for-profit registered
charitable organisations with a presence in the
Griffith Local Government Area to organise and
auspice the Griffith City to Lake Fun Run, for two
NOTIFICATION OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
(Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979)
DA No: 110/2020(1)

Applicant: Mr P Baquero
Address: Lot 45 DP 751743, 598 Bilbul Road BILBUL

Description: Change of use of an existing shed into a rural supplies business
Copies of the Development Application and associated plans are available for inspection on Council’s
website under Council/Public Notification and Items on Exhibition/Development Applications. If you
do not have access to the internet, please phone Council’s Customer Service Centre on 02 6962 8100
This documentation may be viewed between the hours of 8:15am - 4pm, Monday to Friday up until 22
May 2020. The documentation is also available for viewing on Council’s website On Exhibition webpage
via: www.griffith.nsw.gov.au. PLEASE NOTE: Section 10.4 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment
Act, 1979 requires the disclosure of any Political Donations & Gifts made in the two years prior to the
application date. A form is available from Council’s Customer Service Centre or Council’s website – www.
griffith.nsw.gov.au Written submissions regarding the Development Application should be addressed to
the General Manager and will be received by Council up until 4pm on Friday 22 May 2020. Submissions
should include a contact name, address and telephone number. Submissions made on behalf of a company
should also include the names and addresses of all company directors. If submissions are received raising
concerns with the proposed development a report will be presented to an Ordinary Meeting of Council for
determination. As such, copies of all submissions (including the writer’s name and address) will form part
of Council’s Business Paper and be available to the public. Should you wish to have your contact details
withheld it is recommended that you request this in your submission.

