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COUNCIL CATCH-UP

Message from Councillor Mike Neville

Sadly, I open my Councillor
update with some sad
news with the passing of a
former Council employee
and
personal
friend,
Satwinder Sandhu.
“Satty” as he was
known, along with his
whole family, was a
valued member of our
community. As a Council
staff, he was very much a
visionary in a lot of ways.
As the City Development
Manager he led a
team of staff that
were instrumental in
the
promotion
and
development
of
the
Griffith
City
Growth
Strategy, revision of the
Local Environmental Plan
(LEP), as well as trying to
provide some certainty for
developers with revising
Development
Control
Plans.
He and his family moved
from Griffith over eight
years ago and he was still
working in his profession
in Melbourne until his
recent passing.

Vale
Satwinder
and
our
condolences
to
your family members.
Satwinder’s success in
Local Government is a
testament to the culturally
diverse staff development
commitment
which
was implemented by
Griffith
City
Council
that continues to home
grow staff that have an
intimate knowledge of the
community they serve.
Anzac Day reminded me
about the impact that
self-isolation brings, with
no marches or traditional
Anzac Day activities. It
did however bring a very
sombre sense of just how
important a day Anzac Day
is to we Australians!
I was so proud to see
so many members of
our community actively
implement their own
family
and
personal
acknowledgments
and
create a new tradition of
celebrations for what is
such an important day on
our calendar. I have no

doubt that once we beat
this pandemic, we will
see a renewed sense of
pride and celebration in
our traditional National
events like Anzac Day and
Australia Day.
As we all embrace
various forms of selfisolation in this Covid-19
environment, one can
understand how difficult
life is for families in
so
many ways.
The
celebrations and family
events are not able to
be shared the way we
all would like, however, I
would encourage you all to
continue to be vigilant so
that we can eventually get
beyond this pandemic and
return to some semblance
of what our community
normally enjoys.
In saying this we are
thankful for the great
spirit people are showing
toward one another and
the tremendous support
people are giving to
those in the front line of
ensuring that we all have

COMMUNITY PHOTOGRAPHIC

PORTRAIT EXHIBITION

LIKE TAKING PHOTOS?
ENTER OUR EXHIBITION!
UP CLOSE is Griffith Regional Art Gallery’s first online community exhibition!
Locals of all ages are invited to create a photographic portrait of someone
who is sharing their isolation. With all that time on your hands why not use
it to study the features and capture the unique characteristics of your loved
ones – be it partner, kids, parents, grandparents, flatmates – or the family
pet! Explore some photographic elements and make some seriously creative
images or some just-for-fun portraits of your lockdown buddies!
Entries close Friday 12 June 2020.
For more information or to enter please go to
www.griffithregionalartgallery.com.au

the necessary medical
facilities and services
when needed.
This global pandemic
has had a significant
impact upon the Griffith
community
and
its
business
activities.
Mindful of this your
Council
is
working
together to come up with
some ways to alleviate the
pressure upon the day to
day finances and services
available to ratepayers,
without damaging the
quality lifestyle we have
the privilege of enjoying.
We all know that in
todays environment of
reactionary social media
posts that fiction is all
too often much faster to
reach people than fact.
Council has a range of
pages in the various forms
of social media to ensure
that the community is
truly informed.
Please
take advantage of these
Facebook and web pages
to inform yourselves
as to where necessary

initiatives have been
implemented or simply
feedback sought to ensure
widespread consultation
on emerging policy and
community
initiatives
being developed.
We welcome input and
questions
about
our
services and initiatives
and will always provide
accurate
and
timely
information to anyone
seeking an explanation or
asking a question of us.
Finally, I urge everyone
to continue to be vigilant
with social distancing
requirements
and
continue being respectful
of others who are also
under pressure due to the
climate we live in. Thank
you for the privilege to
serve you on Council and
please be safe every day
and ever mindful that our
future is very much in our
own hands.
Regards,
Councillor Mike Neville

Message from the General
Manager, Brett Stonestreet
Despite the obvious pressures
being placed on our community
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
there is every reason to be
optimistic about achieving our
primary goal being the health of
our citizens.
There were three (3) confirmed
cases of COVID-19 identified in the
Griffith Local Government area
very early on but thankfully that
number has not increased and
each person has since recovered.
There can be no doubt that the
responsible behaviour of residents
in terms of adherence to social
distancing and personal hygiene
rules has played a major part in this
success story. Let’s not become
complacent though. We must
continue to adhere to the rules as
determined by our national and
state leaders.
On the economic front, Council
is well aware that Federal and
State governments will look
for opportunities to stimulate
activity in the economy when
the
Pandemic
exit
phase
begins. Council has already
submitted numerous projects to
Governments in anticipation of
COVID-19 exit phase such that
our community receives its best
possible share of resources.
Due to social distancing rules,
Council held its first “on-line”
meeting on Tuesday evening with
Councillors participating remotely
and the meeting streamed live via
Facebook. There were numerous
items on the agenda which is one
indication that there is still plenty
of activity happening in the City.
All major capital works projects

are continuing - albeit with some
disruption due to COVID-19.
The contract has been awarded
for the design and construction of
the new pool in Olympic Street.
The new Community Centre, also
to be constructed in Olympic
Street, will include a space for
the Country Universities Centre
Western Riverina and the design
and construct contract for this
building has also been awarded.
Tenders are currently invited to
construct a new community stage
to be located at the Community
Gardens. This performance space
will complement the existing
Memorial Park stage as it will have
a larger performance space and
viewing area for more patrons.
The contract has also been
awarded for the detailed design
of the Griffith Regional Sports
Precinct located at West End Oval.
This project involves significant
expansion of the existing West End
Stadium plus extensive additional
outdoor facilities for athletics,
hockey, netball and other sports.
The design consultants will be
actively seeking further input
from sporting groups as the design
progresses.
Just a reminder that Council will
hold an Extra-Ordinary Meeting
this coming Tuesday evening 5
May 2020 at 7.00pm to consider
the draft budget (Operational
Plan) for 2020/21. Councillors will
attend the meeting remotely online and the meeting will again be
streamed live via Facebook.
Regards, Brett Stonestreet
General Manager
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School Zones back - slow down
With the end of the NSW School
Holiday Period, the 40km/h School
Zones are now back in force on
each school day between 8am 9:30am and 2:30pm - 4pm.
Griffith City Council’s Road Safety
Officer said while schools are
running at reduced capacity due
to COVID-19, there is still some
children and teacher activities
being undertaken in schools.
“This means school zones are
active and drivers must still be
cautious in school zones,” said Mr
Balind.

“To eliminate any confusion
school zones must be approached
in the same manner as was done
prior to the COVID 19 restrictions.
That is - all 40km/h speed zones
and all parking restrictions around
schools must be complied with to
ensure that safety around schools
continues.”
School zones are operational
during pupil free days and all
gazetted school days across NSW.
For more information, please visit
service.nsw.gov.au

Up Close and Personal exhibition to keep local creatives inspired
Feeling isolated? Need some creative
inspiration on these socially isolated days?
We’ve got some good news for you.
UP CLOSE is Griffith Regional Art Gallery’s
first online community exhibition.
In the spirit of sticking together while staying
apart, this exhibition will be hosted online
and anyone will be able to participate.
This exhibition invites locals of all ages to
create a photographic portrait of someone
who is sharing their isolation.
With all the extra time on your hands why
not use it to study the features and capture
the unique characteristics of your loved
ones, whether it’s your partner, kids,
parents, grandparents, flat mates or even
the family pet. Whoever makes you feel
connected when we are separated from so
much. You can even create a ZOOM portrait
of someone you share time with online.
This exhibition allows local people to create,
showcase and view photographic art in
our community while still practicing social
distancing. Explore some photographic
elements and make some seriously creative

images, or some just-for-fun portraits of your
lockdown buddies. All ages are welcome to
participate.
Are you interested and eager? For more
information go to the website www.
griffithregionalartgallery.com.au or Facebook
page to get an entry form. Alternatively,
email the Gallery`s friendly staff at gallery@
griffith.nsw.gov.au for an entry from.
Important dates to remember are: Friday 12
June 2020 when artworks and completed
entry forms must be submitted. Email to
gallery@griffith.nsw.gov.au or submit online.
The exhibition will go live Friday 19 June
2020 on the Griffith Regional Art Gallery
website and Facebook page.
Entry is free so get UP CLOSE online and
share the love with Griffith Photographic
Portrait Exhibition.
For further information, please contact the
Gallery on 6962 8338. Or email at gallery@
grififth.nsw.gov.au. Due to the COIVD-19
pandemic the Art Gallery is currently closed
until further notice.

Griffith City Council talks Tourism with their e-newsletter
With the outbreak of COVID-19 bringing
the world to a standstill, the Tourism Team
at Griffith Visitor Information Centre is
still working to keep tourism the topic on
everyone’s lips.
Tourism Manager Mirella Guidolin, said
while it’s been a month like never before
as the industry has taken a huge hit, we
are certainly busy planning for events postpandemic.
“As you can imagine, it hasn’t been business
as usual, however we are working closely
with our operators to support our local
community as much as we can at this
difficult time,” said Ms Guidolin. “We really
miss seeing everyone’s faces as the Centre is
currently closed, but it’s a great opportunity
to enhance the virtual tourism experience
via our website, Instagram and Facebook
pages.”
To help keep the community informed, a
new monthly e-newsletter called ‘Tourism
Talk’, with the latest edition released today.
The objective of these newsletters is to
maintain contact with our local community,
past and prospective visitors, and tourism
industry throughout Australia; to let them
know what we do and how we can help.
The content is made up of anything and
everything local tourism; profiles on industry

operators, new products, good news stories,
what’s happening and what’s coming up.
“Tourism Talk emerged from our new ‘Visit
Griffith’ branding and our plans moving
forward. We launched this new initiative in
the lead up to the release of our new visitor
guide and is especially relevant now, in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Ms
Guidolin. “Tourism Talk will also allow you
to find out about the exciting things that will
be happening post-pandemic, with regional
tourism expected to gain huge momentum
versus overseas travel.
“Once the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted I
think we will witness growth in the domestic
tourism industry as Australians will be
keen to travel close to home which will be
favourable for regional areas. And with an
increasing awareness of and demand for
local produce, Griffith region is certainly well
positioned and ready to impress.
“Please invite your family and friends to
visit Griffith in the near future and if they’d
like more information they can contact the
Tourism Team.”
To keep up to date with all the latest tourism
related news and events via the new
e-Newsletter, ‘Tourism Talk’ sign up via our
website at www.visitgriffith.com.au and be
sure to tell your family and friends to sign up.

Help us

stop the spread
Clean your hands thoroughly

PO Box 485, Griffith NSW 2680 Ph: 6962 8100
www.griffith.nsw.gov.au www.facebook.com/griffithcitycouncil

Griffith Saleyards - restrictions
and updates

News from Griffith Regional Art
Gallery
We hope that you are keeping
well and safe during this difficult
time. We had such a wonderful
program of exhibitions, talks,
classes and workshops planned for
you this year and are devastated
that this has been disrupted by
the COVID-19 crisis. At this stage
the Gallery remains closed until
further notice and the Art Express
and
National
Photographic
Portrait Prize exhibitions have
been cancelled.
While we are unable to entertain,
educate, enlighten and promote
local artists in house with our
usual programs, we have launched
into the digital space with a series
of video chats by our fabulous
Public Progams Officer Anthea
da Silva, presenting delightful
insights into the wonderful artists
in our Each for Equal exhibition.
This exhibition by 10 established
local artists remains on the walls
during lockdown, so tune in
each week to meet another of
these talented women and learn
more about what inspires and
challenges her work. Anthea will
also be organizing interesting
online talks by other artists and
art lovers, as well as offering small
‘try this at home’ art workshops.
And with more time at home with
our loved ones this is a perfect

time to take a good close look at
those we are sharing our isolation
with – and join in our UP CLOSE
Community Photographic Portrait
competition. Take a cute, quirky or
critically acclaimed photo portrait
of your partner, kids, parents or
family pet! You can even create
a photographic portrait of your
online buddies. Categories for all
ages – under 12s, under 18 and
18+, so goo on – get creative!
We will post a selection of our
favourite portraits online.
We are all keenly anticipating
the time that we can throw
open our doors and welcome
you back in, but as always the
health and safety of our staff,
artists and you, our community,
remains paramount. We are
closely monitoring Government
advice regarding any changes to
restrictions to know how things
will unfold for the remainder of
the year, and will update you as
information comes to hand.
Meanwhile we thank you for your
patience and your wonderful
support and encouragement over
the years, and wish you and your
loved ones safe passage through
these stage waters.
Stay safe,
Griffith Regional Art Gallery staff

Do you need to contact Council?

Access to Council’s Administration Building is restricted due to the
COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic.
You can pay your Rates and Water accounts through BPAY or Australia
Post Online. Cheques will be accepted through the mail or at the mailbox
at the entry of the Council building.
Staff are on hand to assist - call 6962 8100 to speak with us or to make
an appointment. You can also head to our website at griffith.nsw.gov.au
for the latest news and information or like us on facebook at facebook.
com/griffithcitycouncil.
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Sheep and lamb auctions will
continue at the Griffith Saleyards
under strict new measures.
Attendance will now be limited
to essential Saleyards Staff,
accredited livestock agents and
volume buyers, with the 1.5m
social distancing rule exercised.
Griffith City Council is being
proactive in implementing the
COVID-19 protocols required,
working with livestock agents to
continue to hold sales every Friday
during the pandemic, unless
restricted further by State and
Federal Government.
General Manager, Brett Stonestreet
said, Council is determined to do
its bit to stop the spread of the
virus.
“This announcement follows other
measures we are putting in place
around Griffith that continue to
safeguard the community against
COVID-19,” Mr Stonestreet said.
“It is important that together we

do whatever we can to reduce
the risk of exposure and spread.
These measures at the Saleyards
are another example of Council
helping to protect the community.”
Livestock transporters will still be
able to access Saleyard facilities
for the purposes of unloading and
loading livestock.
All other people who are not
essential to the sale process are
advised not to attend the facility.
If individuals are feeling unwell, or
have been asked to self-isolate due
to potential exposure, please do
not enter the Griffith Saleyards.
In addition, the truck wash at
the Saleyards have been closed
until further notice due to the
construction of a new truck wash
facility.
“We
apologise
for
any
inconvenience this may cause,
however look forward to delivering
a brand new truck wash for our
patrons,” said Mr Stonestreet.

With our changing environment
seeing more of our community
utilising walking trails, parks and
public facilities with their families
and the opening of Councils
Hanwood to Griffith and the
existing Lake Wyangan walking
paths, Council would like to take
the opportunity to remind all dog
owners of their legal obligation to
effectively contain their dogs at all
times.
Dog owners should note the
following:
• When in any public place the dog
must be effectively restrained on a
lead.
• Council has Zero tolerance
towards uncontrolled dogs in
public places and the Companion
Animals Regulations penalty notice
amount for a “dog uncontrolled in

a public place” has been increased
from $220 to $330.
• Council has Zero tolerance to
attacking/menacing dogs and the
penalty notice amount for the
offence of “Dog attack upon a
person or animal” has increased
from $550 to $1,320.
• Owners are responsible for
ensuring their properties are
adequately fenced to ensure dogs
are contained at all times.
Council advises all dog owners that
regular patrols will be undertaken
of these areas to protect the
community from any unwarranted
dog activity.
For any further information
enquiries may be directed to
Councils Compliance unit on 6962
7161.

Dog owners reminded to be
responsible

Griffith Regional Theatre Update
We hope that are keeping
well and safe during
this difficult time. We
are devastated that our
wonderful 2020 Season
has been disrupted by the
COVID-19 crisis, and we have
been unable to bring you all
the fabulous performances
we had planned. At this
point all performances up
until mid-August have been
cancelled or postponed
– and we are waiting on
further Government advice
regarding any changes to
restrictions to know how
things will unfold for the
remainder of the year.
We are working hard to
try to reschedule as many
of our Season Shows as

possible into 2021. Once
details are confirmed we
will let you know.
A number of commercial
shows
have
been
rescheduled for later this
year including:
LEAVING JACKSON
Thursday 27th August
JUDITH LUCY
Saturday 31st October
Or into 2021:
MIRUSIA – SALUTES THE
SEEKERS
Saturday 27 March
MELINDA SCHNEIDER –
FAREWELL TO DORIS
Saturday 24 April and
THE ROBERTSON
BROTHERS
Friday 2 July 2021

Meanwhile the renovations
at the Theatre are nearing
completion
and
have
given the whole theatre
a fantastic facelift, as well
as making all our spaces
genuinely accessible.
We look forward to
welcoming you into a
fresh, clean and more
contemporary space when
you can return. We thank
you for your patience and
support, and wish you and
your loved ones a safe path
through this wilderness.
You can keep up to date via
our website.
Regards,
Raina and the staff at
Griffith Regional Theatre.

Swim School cancelled
for Term 2

Griffith Regional Aquatic
Leisure Centre has cancelled
all swimming lessons for
Term 2, in accordance with
the COVID-19 pandemic
and Public Health Order.
Those enrolled should have
received an e-Newsletter
from staff advising of the
arrangements in place
moving forward.
Leisure Service Manager,
Alan Anderson said he
understands that this is
a difficult time and staff
were working to ensure the
process was as simple as
possible.
“Lessons for Term 2 have
been cancelled as a result of
the continue restrictions,”
said Mr Anderson.
“A credit for the amount
which has already been
paid for the term has been
placed on client files and

can be used for a future
enrolment - credits will not
expire.”
Direct debit enrolments
have been suspended,
meaning families will not
have fees debited.
Mr Anderson advised that
when the Centre is once
again operational, and our
students and families are
ready to return swimming
lessons, they can to contact
us to make re-enrol.
“Existing families will be
emailed when we are
taking new enrolments and
will we endeavor to assist in
any way we can,” he added.
You can keep up to date
with the latest news from
Griffith Regional Aquatic
Leisure Centre by visiting
their facebook page at
facebook.com/gralcAU
PO Box 485, Griffith NSW 2680 Ph: 6962 8100
www.griffith.nsw.gov.au www.facebook.com/griffithcitycouncil

PUBLIC NOTICES

Extraordinary Meeting of Council

single storey fibro clad house. Asbestos register is
available. To view the house please contact Daphne
Bruce, Corporate Property Officer on 6962 8100.
Written submissions will be received by Council until
4pm on Monday 2 June 2020.
Removal of Colourbond Fencing
Council is seeking applications by Expression of
Interest for the sale & removal of 93 metres of
Colorbond fencing (green). Written submissions will
be received by Council until 4pm on Friday 15 May
2020.
Removal of Corrugated Iron Shed
Council is seeking applications by Expression of
Interest for the sale and removal of a corrugated
iron shed 4 x 7.4 metres. Written submissions will
be received by Council until 4pm on Friday 15 May
2020.
Expression of Interest applications for each of
the above should be addressed to Daphne Bruce,
Corporate Property officer, PO Box 485 Griffith
NSW 2680 or via mail admin@griffith.nsw.gov.au

Griffith City Council wishes to advise that an
Extraordinary Meeting of Council is to be held
Tuesday, 5 May 2020 commencing at 7pm. The
Council Meeting will be live streamed through
Council’s Facebook page and an audio recording of
the meeting will be available on Council’s website
the following day. Due to the COVID 19 measures
put in place, members of the public can address
Council either by attending the Council Meeting at
the Council Chambers and presenting to the Mayor
(in person) and to Councillors (online) or submit
their comments in writing by 12 noon on the day of
the Council Meeting. The Covid-19 Public Addresses
to Council Declaration form (available on Council’s
website) must be submitted by 12 noon on the day
of the Council Meeting. The Business Paper for the
Notice of Temporary Road Closure
Extraordinary Meeting of Council to be held 5 May Notice is hereby given under the Roads Act 1993,
2020 will be available on Council’s website by Friday Section 122, for the continued temporary closure
1 May 2020.
of Yambil Street between Kooyoo Street and Ulong
Expressions of Interest
Street.
Removal of House
Yambil Street will remain closed to West bound
Council is seeking applications by Expression of traffic until 10 August 2020 as part of the Yambil
Interest for the sale and removal of a 2 bedroom Street Stage 2 upgrade by Griffith City Council.

Detours around the worksite and access for
pedestrians will be provided. A 40km/h speed limit
will also be in place.

New Amenities Building at Jubilee Oval,
Griffith - Tender No: 15 – 19/20

Griffith City Council invites tenders for a contract
for the construction of a new Amenities Building at
Jubilee Oval, Lot 7303, DP 1153581, Cutler Avenue,
Griffith, NSW 2680. Tenders close on Thursday
14 May 2020 at 2pm. Tender documents may be
obtained by contacting Tenderlink at tenderlink.
com/griffith or by contacting Tenderlink Customer
Service by telephoning 1800 233 533. Tenders may
be lodged by email at www.tenderlink.com/griffith,
hand delivered to Council Offices at 1 Benerembah
Street, Griffith NSW 2680 or by post to PO Box
485 Griffith NSW 2680. Canvassing of any Council
members or officers will disqualify tenderers from
the tender process.

Council Updates

For all the latest in COVID-19 updates, please head
to our website at griffith.nsw.gov.au or like our
facebook page at facebook.com/griffithcitycouncil
Council’s recreational, sporting and cultural facilities
are closed in accordance with the Public Health
Order. Staff are available to talk over the phone at
each facility or you can connect via their facebook
pages. Stay home unless it is necessary and
remember to support each other - from 1.5m apart.

Have you
washed
your hands?

Clean your hands thoroughly for at
least 20 seconds with soap and water,
or an alcohol-based hand rub to
protect yourself from viruses.

Find the facts
health.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus

