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GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL
MAYORAL MINUTE

MM01
SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR A GRIFFITH LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
FROM: John Dal Broi, Mayor

SUMMARY

This program was held over after the last Council meeting and Councillors have now 
had time to consider it. It is an important initiative to help economic activity in the City 
that has been discussed at length at the Business, Development and Major Projects 
Committee. I am bringing it to Council as a Mayoral Minute to allow it to go to 
exhibition, if Council agrees, without further delay.

The Program has been drafted as a Policy of Council and is at attachment (a).

RECOMMENDATION

(a) The draft Griffith City Council Local Economic Development Assistance 
Program be exhibited for 28 days.

(b) Should there be no objections received, the Policy be adopted.

(c) Should objections be received, there be a further report to Council.

(d) Once adopted, the level and value of development activity be monitored and 
reported annually to the Business, Development and Major Projects Committee 
and Council with a view to determining the success of the program and if 
continuance past the sunset period should be warranted.

BACKGROUND

This has been discussed at length at the Business, Development and Major Projects 
Committee following extensive investigation of all options to assist the development 
industry in Griffith. At one stage, the preference of the Committee was a moratorium on 
levying section 94A, but Council staff found this would be difficult to implement and 
devised the rebate program that is now before you.

Attachment (b) is a copy of the report from staff to the Committee to explain the 
thinking on this program. 

In order to get the maximum publicity and exposure for the Program, Council staff 
recommended to the Committee that all development applications receive a 100% 
rebate. The Committee considered that this would have too big an impact on Council 's 
infrastructure funding and recommended to Council the sliding scale of rebate that is  
written into the draft Policy attached.

The intention was initially to exhibit the draft Policy before adoption of the budget, 
hence the references to commencing the Program on or about 1 July. This opportunity 
has now been lost.
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I have asked that the draft Policy include a clause which prevents applicants 
withdrawing an application that might get the 30% rebate and then submitting a new 
application just to get the 100% rebate. This appears as Clause 6.4 of the draft Policy.

There is also the risk of shoddy work done in haste in order to meet the sunset 
deadline of occupation. Council staff will need to be vigilant and resist any pressure to 
issue a completion certificate under these circumstances and Council will need to 
support that stand. Clause 6.3 of the draft Policy has been extended to try to make this 
clear.

The General Manager has made it perfectly clear that whilst the Program as presented, 
which includes the sunset date of 30 June 2016, can be accommodated in Council's 
current financial situation, there will be considerable pressure on Councillors to extend 
the life of the Program beyond June 2016.  This means the impact on Council's budget 
will accumulate and a stage might be reached when Council gets no contributions. In 
response, Councillors are reminded that the success or otherwise of the Program will 
be monitored and reported so at least there are some checks and balances.

OPTIONS

Council can adopt the draft Policy for exhibition, delay exhibition for some reason, or 
reject the concept altogether. However, there has been a lot of research and 
investigation into the options and this one has emerged as a way forward that is 
accepted by members of the development industry and with manageable 
consequences on Council's finances, at least for the short term. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS

a) Policy Implications

 The proposed program will become a new Policy of Council which also preserves the 
integrity of Council's section 94A Contributions Plan.

b) Financial Implications

These have been presented to Councillors in a separate email from the General 
Manager.

c) Legal/Statutory Implications
     
Section 94A is part of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act and because 
Council has an adopted section 94A Contributions Plan, certain procedures and 
protocols are required. There are also implications under the Local Government Act 
relating to providing financial assistance to others. The proposed Program seems to 
meet these requirements.

CONSULTATION

Business, Development and Major Projects Committee
Councillors
Senior Management Team 
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STRATEGIC LINKS

a) Growth Strategy Plan
    
As per previous reports to Committee.

b) Corporate/Business Plan

As per previous reports to Committee.

ATTACHMENTS

(a) Draft Policy - Griffith Local Economic Assistance Program
(b) Report submitted to Business, Development and Major Projects Committee - 
Proposal for a Griffith Local Economic Development Assistance Program



_________________________________________________________________________________
MM01 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council - 8 July 2014 - Page 4

(a) Draft Policy - Griffith Local Economic Assistance Program
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(b) Report submitted to Business, Development and Major Projects Committee - 
Proposal for a Griffith Local Economic Development Assistance Program
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